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Chief of the Section of Administration 
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Washington, D.C. 20423 

Dear Ms. Brown: 
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Public Record 

I am writing in regards to the application filed by the Estate of George M. Hart for abandonment 
of the entire 7.4-mil6 rail line of the Stewartstown Railroad Company in York County, Pennsylvania 
(STB Docket No. AB-1071). My office has been contacted by a non-profit organization, the Friends of 
the Stewartstown Railroad, regarding efforts to preserve this rail line for fiiture use. By way of tiiis letter, 
I ask that you give this matter full and fair consideration. 

The York region was named the fastest growing metropolitan area in the Northeast by the U.S.' 
Census Bureau in 2008. Funding limitations at the federal and state levels have hampered efforts to 
maintain an infhutructure network able to keep pace with this rapid population growth. 

Given the continued increase in regional truck traffic, local officials have recently sougiht new 
options for the transportation of essential goods and servioes, including rail fieight. The York County 
Commissioners recently leased the Northem Central Rail Line to a non-profit organization. Steam into 
Histoiy, which has committed to fiwilitating the movement of rail fieight between the Stewartstown 
Railroad and a connecting rail line. This prqjoct could help create jobs and expand economic 
development opportunities for current businesses and proposed industrial areas along flie corridor. 

While I certainly understand the Estate of George M. Hart's desire to settle the debt owed to it, 
the Friends of Stewartstown Railroad assert that the recent developments described above dispute the 
notion that the Stewartstown Railroad lacks a viable connection to the interstate rail network. The Friends 
of the Stewartstown Railroad have begun a capital campaign to engage the community in an effort to 
settle the debt in question. 

Thank yoo for your consideration of this matter. If there is any additional assistance fliat I can 
provide you in the review of this application, please do not hesitate to call me at (717) 600-1919. Best 
wishes! 

Sincerel' 

JDDRUSSELL PLATTS 
Member of Congress 
19*** District, Pennsylvania 
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

SlBDocketNo. AB-1071 

STEWARTSTOWN RAILROAD COMPANY 
ADVERSE ABANDONMENT 

YORK COUNTY, PA 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on this date fhe Protest Letter of Todd R. Platts is being served by 

first class mail, postage prepaid at Yoik, Penns^vania, addressed as follows: 

Keith O. O'Brien, Esquire 
Robert A. Wunbiaih, Esquire 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pomsjdvania Avenue., N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

Qndy L. Bosley 
Shrewsbury Borough 
35 West Railroad Avenue 
Shrewsbury, PA 17361 

Robert Alan Kemp 
D/B/A Nevada Central Railroad 
2741 Pinewood Avenue 
Henderson, NV B9074 

Gerald F. McCloskey 
Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad 
Preservation Society 
P.O.BoxS122 
York, PA 17405-5122 

David T. Wisnom 
Hopewell Township Board of Supervisors 
P.O. Box 429 
Stewartstown, PA 17363-0429 

D. Reed Anderson, Esquire 
Susquehanna Commerce Center East 
221 W. Philadelphia Street, Suite 600 
York, PA 17401-2994 

Melinda Crawford 
Preservation Pennsylvania 
257 Nordi Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 

Carl R. Knodi 
Yoik County Rail Trail Authority 
P.O. Box 335 
Seven Valleys, PA 17360 

David M. Watson 
P. O. Box 632 
Red Lion, PA 17356-0632 

The Honorable Stanley £. Saylor 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
P.O. Box 202094 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2094 

3318898-1 
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BARLEY SNYDER LLC 

August 22,2011 By: /a/Alex E. Snvder 
Alex E. Snyder 
100 East Market Street 
P.O. Box 15012 
York, PA 17405-7012 
717-846-8888 
Fax:717-843-8492 
E-Mail; a8nyder<^barley.oom 
PA 200987 
Attorneys for Stewartstown Railroad Company 
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